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vocational guidance program, for yet the 
program our school has been effect 
short time that are not position 
point any great accomplishments. The 
problem, however, important, not only 
the children whose education has been 
entrusted our care, but also those who 
are now engaged their education, those 
you whom the responsibility will shift 
upon their graduation, and the communi- 
ties from which they come, that the question 
cannot ignored. Therefore going 
talk few minutes about what feel should 
included program vocational prep- 
aration, what school are doing the 
present time, and what should added 
our program the future. 

order that may meet upon common 
ground understanding, let first set 


paper presented the meeting the New York 
State Federation Workers for the Blind, October, 1938. 


certain major principles which must con- 
sidered organizing program vocational 
preparation school for the blind. 

the first place, how much believe 
the efficacy the work are doing for 
the blind? How sincerely feel that 
blind youth are educable and with proper 
training can take responsible position the 
life their communities? man woman 
should engaged any phase work for 
the blind unless has deep conviction that 
his work worth while. belief the blind 
and their capabilities those who are either 
directly indirectly engaged vocational 
program one the first essentials. 

the second place, vocational preparation 
can most effective when applied 
school where the individual child made the 
center all activities. are hearing more 
and more the importance the child- 
centered school public school work, and the 
same principle applies school for the blind. 
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Boys and girls are not cut few patterns. 
Each child unit problem. has special 
aptitudes and special difficulties. varies 
from others degree manual and mental 
ability. has individual personality, emo- 
tional, and social problems. comes from 
special type community and has his own 
particular family background. may have 
been without vision all his life, may have 
been recently blinded. may have light 
perception only, may have much 
20/200 visual acuity. the light these vari- 
ations are not justified trying devise 
educational program which establishes the 
premise that there are certain occupations for 
blind people and others. The panacea 
special field endeavor which all, the 
majority of, blind people should engage 
fallacious and contrary the ideals 
child-centered school. Therefore, let set 
our second principle planning for 
vocational preparation the statement that each 
child should considered separate entity 
whose problems call for individual rather 
than collective treatment. 

believe our third principle should the 
fact that there really beginning end- 
ing adequate program vocational 
preparation. should started before the 
student enrolls school and should continue 
after has graduated. Therefore, re- 
quires the united effort all organizations 
and agencies interested the welfare each 
individual student well the co-operation 
the community from which comes. 

Keeping these principles mind, let 
consider for moment the question what 
should included vocational program. 

the first place, vocational program 
should include adequate pre-vocational train- 
ing, designed find out the special aptitudes 
each individual child. should include 
exploratory courses which will give the ad- 
ministration idea the possible future 
the child. These courses should help de- 
termine the manual dexterity the child, 


his social acceptability, and his mental 
ity—the sub-structure upon which 
tional guidance program can built. 

Obviously the program 
courses the school which are designed fit 
the student for some special occupation, 
There definitely place for some vocational 
training the school. The question 
how much should given one for which 
final answer has been found. 
centered school, have already stated, the 
students will not cut one two pat- 
terns, but attempt will made give 
them the special training needed bring out 
their outstanding abilities. This raises im- 
mediately the questions the value many 
vocational courses given the average school 
for the blind and the adequacy present 
programs. More will said about this later. 

true vocational program will not only 
consider the future occupation the child 
but also his general educational fitness. What 
opportunities are given for his cultural 
velopment? Can the curriculum enriched 
such way enable the school grad- 
uate each student with well-rounded train- 
ing? Has been given the experiences 
which will fit him take his place see- 
ing world after leaving school? What does 
know current events? Can converse 
intelligently variety subjects? Does 
know how make use his leisure 
time? 

special importance vocational pro- 
gram are the items health and social adapt- 
ability, which from the standpoint his 
ture position society are closely allied 
their effect upon each individual child. When 
the state accepts the responsibility for the ed- 
also charged with the duty conserving 
the health the child and helping him 
build physical perfection which will en- 
able him withstand the vicissitudes 
adult life. This includes the development 
normal body, the conservation remaining 
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vision, proper care and attention teeth, the 
creation desire for healthy physical exer- 
cise, and the elimination so-called “blind- 
isms.” other words, must concerned, 
not only with his present health, but also 
with the development habits which will 
lead the continuance his health the 
future. 

Many the factors listed under health are 
also important developing social accepta- 
bility and adaptability. addition the school 
must inculcate into each pupil the ability 
fit himself into the world seeing people. 
must know how dress neatly, eat 
properly, and approach seeing people 
such way that the artificial barrier between 
the two groups will broken down. 
should able converse fluently variety 
topics. should have learned inde- 
pendent his own movements, and should 
know when accept help, and when reject 
without giving offense. should have 
been taught think for himself, know his 
own abilities and shortcomings, and make 
effort capitalize his abilities 
and eliminate his shortcomings. general, 
his school career should prepare him take 
normal place adult life, and vocational 
guidance program cannot ignore this very 
necessary field education. 

Lastly, the vocational program must include 
along term plan vocational guidance which 
utilizes all available factors assisting the 
child choose properly the future his 
endeavors. This without question one 
the most important functions the school 
and the point which the average school 

for the blind lacking. good vocational 
guidance program the correlating force 
which gathers together all known facts about 
each child and molds them into unified 
whole, which, properly administered, will 
much justify the state its investment 
each child. 

view the principles which have set 
and the items which have been listed 


necessary vocational program, well 
this time stop and consider what our 
school now doing, wherein are lacking, 
and what additions should made our 
program the future. Let take 
order the six points listed essential 
vocational and analyze 
the work which are now doing. 

Pre-vocational work must explora- 
tory nature. the classrooms from the 
kindergarten up, opportunities are given for 
the development the child’s abilities, both 
manual and mental. Handwork the grades, 
typewriting, music, physical activities, girls’ 
industrial work, including sewing, cooking, 
weaving, and basketry, boys’ industrial work, 
including woodworking, chair-caning, broom- 
making, and similar activities, all contribute 
the development the manual dexterity 
the child. the classroom knowledge 
the mental capabilities each child given 
through the regular class work, while the 
emphasis is, and should be, the develop- 
ment the child’s ability think inde- 
pendently. 

The occupations for which give specific 
training our school are the present time 
just about the same every other school 
for the blind the United States. The list 
includes: dictaphone operating, 
ing, household arts, chair-caning, broom- 
making, woodworking and piano-tuning. 
complete course given music, but, since 
few blind people are able make living 
this field, question should receive 
recognition vocational subject except 
applies very few individuals. 

regard the health the students, 
the case most schools for the blind 
have ophthalmologist, physician, and 
physical education instructor. The ophthal- 
mologist makes periodic visits the school. 
The medical officer always call and gives 
each student thorough physical examination 
the beginning the year determine any 
remedial work which should done order 
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improve the student’s health. These find- 
ings are reported the parents. Our physical 
education work follows the outline set 
the State Department Education. 
addition, however, have recently estab- 
lished corrective class for the purpose 
giving special attention existing atypical 
conditions which can remedied through 
proper exercises. date the work this 
class has been found effective with such 
conditions pronated feet, spinal curvature, 
posture, and blindisms. This year, for the 
first time, have school nurse who 
call all times. She the health liaison officer 
between the ophthalmologist, the doctor, 
the physical education instructor, the matrons, 
the teachers, and the administrative office. 
feel that the inclusion nurse our staff 
move extreme importance. The latest 
addition this phase the work this year 
has been the organization swimming clubs 
and athletic clubs, the primary purpose 
which contribute the health students 
through directed physical activity form 
which enjoyable them. 

the matter social acceptability and 
adaptability the usual training given 
through the classroom and the dormitory. 
addition have entirely reorganized the 
recreational and extra-curricular activities 
the school. The following clubs have been 
organized: etiquette clubs, choir club, read- 
ing clubs, English club, current events club, 
swimming club, boys’ athletic club, boys’ in- 
dustrial club, and science club. These are 
addition our Boy and Girl Scout activities, 
the work which has been expanded. 
are now the throes the organization 
thrift club the belief that our duty 
teach our students the value money and 
train them save. This will largely 
done through the organization, within the 
thrift club, student activity fund which 
will handle all funds raised the students 
for extra-curricular activities. hoped 
eventually expand this work such way 


that students will bank certain amount 
the money which they may earn while 
school that upon leaving they will have 
bank balance take with them. 

Special stress being given this year the 
matter personal hygiene and cleanliness. 
series lectures has been arranged touching 
all phases these subjects, including such 
items bodily cleanliness, contagious dis- 
eases, public health, the proper use cos- 
metics, the use narcotics and alcohol, and 
the care clothing. 

the development social adaptability 
and acceptability, opportunities should af- 
forded our students actually practice the 
art with other groups, particularly with seeing 
people. For this purpose encourage them 
participate out-of-school activities. These 
may take the form church, and 
During the past year sent five girls and 
five boys summer camp Vermont for 
period one month each, and one boy 
seeing Scout camp for period one month. 
addition our Girl Scout troop has its own 
camping trip the fall the year and the 
Boy Scout troop the spring. 

are trying get the people Batavia 
open their homes our blind students. 
During the past year this has been done 
few cases, and the reaction both the stu- 
dents and the Batavia families has been en- 
thusiastic. Although group participation 
our student body community activities 
valuable, does not compare with the train- 
ing which the student absorbs his contact, 
individual, with seeing people. 

order make the school more effective 
its contribution the educational fitness 
each child, have undergone rather 
drastic reorganization our class schedule 
this fall. The school day now consists six 
one-hour periods with additional forty- 
five-minute period set aside for choir and re- 
cess. Each class conducted supervised 
study basis. addition have established 
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study hall where students report for work 
any period when they not have class. 
have materially shortened the evening study 
hour and have substituted club activities its 
place. now require high-school student 
who desires graduate more than one de- 
partment take five years high school. 
feel are justified this for three 
reasons: first, helps eliminate the heavy 
over-loading schedules which has been 
prevalent the past; second, enables the 
student get more work each department 
rather than slip through with the bare 
minimum required for graduation; and third, 
with the age which people are able be- 
come gainfully employed, gradually rising, 
does not materially subtract from the period 
productivity the students. final 
point our reorganization program are 
now requiring that all girls take least one 
year each cooking and sewing during their 
high-school course. 

During the past year have least made 
start toward the development ade- 
quate vocational guidance program. co- 
operation with the Vocational Guidance Com- 
mittee the American Association Work- 
ers for the Blind vocational guidance com- 
mittee for our own school was formed. This 
committee consists five members the staff 
the school, including the Superintendent, 
the head matron, and three teachers, and 
three graduates the school who have been 
“on their own” for least ten years and who 
have been successful their chosen fields. 

The function the committee accu- 
mulate unified information about the students 
and their capabilities and, view this in- 
formation, try assist him his work 
the school and his preparation for future 
occupation. Since the committee did not start 
function until midyear, only one meeting 
was held, but out that meeting was possi- 
ble determine that the project should 
real service the students the school. In- 
formation was gathered concerning the 
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juniors and the seniors, and tentative recom- 
mendations were made for the latter group. 

few words wish summarize 
briefly few additional things which feel 
the school should incorporate into its pro- 
gram. vocational training within the 
school, great deal work still needs 
done. have means exhausted the 
opportunities expansion this part the 
school’s activities. thorough study possi- 
ble additions our present vocational train- 
ing program must made. start has been 
made this direction under the State De- 
partment Education Albany, through 
the organization committee make 
three-year study vocational opportunities 
for blind and deaf people the state New 
York. 

Our work agriculture could well ex- 
panded include, not only poultry raising 
but also training horticulture, the cultiva- 
tion cash crops, and perhaps, eventually, 
some work animal husbandry. The work 
our dictaphone department should en- 
larged, and the teaching braille shorthand 
should introduced. study the possi- 
bilities training salesmanship should 
made with the thought giving students 
practical experience this field. 

Our health service should enlarged 
the inclusion our staff regularly em- 
ployed dentist, with funds available 
necessary work for the students where the 
parents cannot, and the county will not, foot 
the bill. 

Our recreational and social activity pro- 
gram should still further expanded. Our 
academic course study should broad- 
ened, and need make careful study 
classroom work the light modern de- 
velopments seeing schools. The comple- 
tion the organization our thrift club 
essential. 

The vocational guidance program the 
school should broadened that will 
begin function for all high-school students, 
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perhaps down the seventh eighth grade. 

Finally, believe the statement 
made the effect that there beginning 
ending program vocational prepara- 
tion, need have, and ask for, the co- 
operation all you; the local associations 
for the blind communities from which the 
students come, the placement department 
the state commission, the vocational division 
the State Department Education. You 
have the students before they come us. You 


know the home conditions, the community 
environment, the opportunities for vocations 
their home towns, and you are more less 
responsible for them when they leave the 
school. working together, pooling our 
resources experience and training, pre- 
senting united front the public large 
our efforts behalf those whose 
future are interested, can much 
solve the problem proper education and 
training blind children. 
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THE ANNUAL CONVENTION the New York 
State Federation Workers for the Blind, 
held Buffalo October, 1938, entire 
session was devoted the discussion pub- 
lic assistance for the needy blind. Because 
nation-wide interest this subject, and be- 
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May APPROACH subject indicating that 
the blind assistance program has, opin- 
ion, gone through three phases since the new 
law was passed take effect May 1937. 

The first phase might characterized 
the period transition, when the transfer 
from the old the new program took place, 
with all the attendant problems building 
records and histories and shifting the re- 
sponsibility locally from the Boards Super- 
visors the Commissioners Public Wel- 
fare. This was period great activity, and 
there were many questions being raised 
this field public assistance many others. 

The second phase think the period 
orientation, when local departments and 
officials were becoming acquainted with all 
the aspects the new law and its application. 
was necessarily difficult period, owing 
changes requirements and methods from 
the old law, together with the need for 
complete understanding many new and 
unpredicted problems. was during this 
period that all the old cases had, law, 
re-investigated, and this naturally took 
considerable amount time since many 
the local departments were learning all about 
the job the same time that they were ac- 
tually doing it. 


cause the variety viewpoints represented 
the discussion, the papers given that 
meeting are presented here full, with 
grateful acknowledgment the officers 
the Federation for the privilege publica- 
tion. 
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SCHUMACHER 


The third phase, which, for want 
better term, should like call the period 
integration, the phase which have most 
recently entered, and which believe holds 
considerable hope for all groups, organiza- 
tions, and individuals interested the blind. 
naturally follows after period orienta- 
tion that careful appraisal the situation 
calls for co-operative planning the part 
all groups involved the program, order 
develop complete and rounded approach 
the problems the needy blind client. 
happy say that good progress has al- 
ready been made this question along some 
lines, and this very discussion today might 
well considered instance which 
this third phase being given special em- 
phasis. 

All these phases are, course, thought 
from the point view the agency ad- 
ministering the program. Naturally, the 
individual client, much what has happened 
the past eighteen months has appeared 
contradictory and confusing. ardently 
hoped that, clarifying the administrative 
relationships this program and the develop- 
ment co-operative services, much this 
contradiction and confusion may elimi- 
nated the near future. 
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important for many reasons for private 
associations dealing with the blind under- 
stand the structural and functional organiza- 
tion the State Department Social Wel- 
fare. With specific reference Assistance 
the Blind, the department operates somewhat 
follows: 


The granting Assistance needy blind per- 
sons the responsibility the local Public 
Welfare Commissioner. This involves provid- 
ing adequately for all those unable maintain 
themselves. Furthermore, whenever possible, 
administers such care and treatment may re- 
store such persons condition self-support. 
Hence, through his office all applicants for and 
recipients Public Assistance are visited his 
staff and periodically re-investigated order 
that proper care and supervision families 
rendered all times. 

The State Department Social Welfare has 
two primary functions: 


establish, strengthen, and maintain 
standards accordance with the Public Wel- 
fare Law and related statutes. 


reimburse local departments for expendi- 
tures made according rules and regula- 
tions formulated the State Department. 


Those functions the State Department with 
particular reference the Assistance the 
Blind program are carried out through the fol- 
lowing administrative units: 


The Bureau Services for the Blind, respon- 
sible for the classification eye conditions, 
and the rendering various services, pre- 
ventive, educational, employment, etc., 
blind persons throughout the state. 

The Bureau Public Assistance, primarily 
responsible for the collection all pertinent 
information concerning the Assistance the 
Blind program with view formulating 
policies and methods the administration 
the program; devising programs and op- 
erating manuals and assisting generally 
the interpretation the program through 
the area staffs. 


The Bureau Accounting, where all direct 
and indirect payment rolls, claims for reim- 
bursement, and other accounting matters are 
carefully reviewed and recorded. 


The Bureau Research and Statistics which 
gathers monthly figures all important 
pects the program for the official record 
the department. 


Through the office the Regional Director, 
the area offices the department located 
Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, Binghamton, 
Albany, suburban New York, and metro. 
politan New York serving adjacent 
tory. Their chief functions are the carrying 
out all operations the Department 
the field, which include: supervision all 
Public Assistance programs, Children’s Sery- 
ices, Institutions, etc.; consultant services 
medical, legal, fiscal, statistical, and other 
professional and technical problems. 


Very briefly, this represents the organiza- 
tion the Department and how operates 
this particular program. course, many 
other officials and Bureaus bear relationship 
this, any other, part the Depart- 
ment’s responsibility. Furthermore, the Board 
and the Commissioner keep constant touch 
with all current developments. 

Many here will undoubtedly interested 
noting the developments which have taken 
place this program from the point view 
the number persons included, well 
the total expenditures and average grants. 
order not make this too confusing, should 
like develop this first from the point 
view the entire state, and then give you 
some comparisons taken from study the 
largest case loads the state and also 
from the smallest case loads. the begin- 
ning that phase which has been charac- 
terized the period orientation, the sta- 
tistical reports were showing that the case 
load throughout the state was beginning 
take enough form make comparisons 
possible. This was August, 1937. Compar- 
ing figures for August, 1938 with August, 1937 
for the total state, find that approximately 
600 more persons were receiving Assistance 
the Blind, which constituted per cent in- 
crease. Roughly, $18,000 more was expended 
for the program August, 1938 over one 
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year previous, per cent increase. Further- 
more, comparing the average grant 
found that this has increased the period 
year from August, 1937 nearly $2.00 per 
case. The most radical shift average amount 
took place New York City where the aver- 
age grant rose from $14.30 May, 1937 
§25.01 August, 1938. 

Let turn another approach looking 
this program statistically. well-known 
fact that dozen two communities the 
state usually carry per cent the cases 
under care. The Assistance the Blind pro- 
gram exception. Therefore, contrast- 
ing the figures for August, 1938 with those 
one year previous, the largest case loads 
the state, including such administrative 
units Erie, Monroe, Onondaga, Oneida, 
Westchester, and Albany Counties and the 
City New York, were totalled. Within this 
group largest case loads there were 436 
more persons receiving Assistance the Blind 
August, 1938 than August, 1937 which 
constitutes increase per cent. The 
total expenditures for the largest districts 
show that $15,000 more money assistance 
was granted August, 1938 than one year 
previous, increase per cent. 

order entirely fair, however, 
every section the state and unit 
administering assistance regardless size, 
was felt that just way measuring trends 
the particularly rural sections would 
select the smallest case loads and find 
what changes have taken place within them 
during the period one year. The districts 
used included such counties Allegany, Che- 
nango, Clinton, Franklin, Lewis, Schuyler, 
and Tioga. totalling the number persons 
receiving assistance these smallest ad- 
ministrative units, found that 121 persons 
were receiving Assistance the Blind 
August, 1938, while only were receiving 
Assistance August, 1937, increase 
250 per cent. Similarly, the increase ex- 


penditures August, 1938 over year ago 
amounted approximately 270 per cent. 

All the above comparisons show the defi- 
nite trends which have taken place the 
program from the point view the num- 
ber persons included and the increase 
expenditures, all which has been co- 
operative local, state, and federal responsibility. 
Naturally, individual cases cannot touched 
upon here, and these figures are presented 
only exhibiting the trends operating 
the program. 

unnecessary add here that many 
more official governmental units are now con- 
cerned with this question 
since, addition the supervisory function 
which the state agency exercises with respect 
this program, the basic job actually ad- 
ministering the program carried out the 
locality itself, under the direction the local 
Commissioner Public Welfare, who 
charged law with the proper prosecution 
this program along with all others 
Public Assistance nature. 

bears repeating here that the fundamental 
premise upon which this program operates 
the principle local autonomy. Many you 
know that this has been stressed many times 
Commissioner Adie. Whatever success 
failure the program attains dependent upon 
how intelligently the work done the 
locality where the needy person resides. The 
State Department, course, has supervisory 
relationship the local department and, 
has been stated before, establishes, strengthens, 
and maintains standards accordance with 
the Public Welfare Law and rules the 
Department. This supervisory relationship 
should, sense, confused with the con- 
cept which all too often prevalent, namely, 
that the State has the power and the right 
intercede local decisions convinced 
that the local department unjust. The 
machinery for fair hearings and appeals 
operation for the exceptional case only, but, 
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general, are staking our hope for the 
raising standards upon the slow but funda- 
mentally sound principle that the locality 
responsible for doing the job and the super- 
visory task the state the nature 
partnership which assists the localities 
understanding more completely all the factors 
that must taken into account. 

final word, important stress the 
fact that, this total Public Assistance pro- 
gram, the Public Welfare Law definitely pre- 
scribes the way which Public Assistance 
given. legal instrument such this 
does not allow for the same amount flexi- 
bility true private social work. this 


period when closer co-operation being 
veloped between the public and the private 
agencies dealing with this problem, the work 
the private agency can extremely helpful 
interpreting these prescriptions the indi- 
vidual client. Private Associations for the blind 
which have full knowledge this program, 
secured through frequent associations with the 
local commissioner and his staff, well 
with the area director and his staff, may do, 
addition their own particular important 
work with the blind, great deal their own 
way enhancing, and 


strengthening the Public Assistance program 
for the blind. 
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BENJAMIN BERINSTEIN 


THE DEVELOPMENT the Federal Social 
Security program was recognized that 
financial assistance must provided for the 
blind. this end Title the Social 
Security Act sets plan under which the 
Federal Government co-operates with the 
states providing such assistance. The State 
New York, order secure the benefits 
this plan, enacted Article XIII the Pub- 
lic Welfare Law, which became effective 
May 1937. Since that date, assistance the 
blind has been administered the local 
public welfare officials who have been called 
upon deal with problems concerning which 
they were without first-hand knowledge 
experience. means were provided the 
law setting the program which the 
public welfare officials could obtain the benefit 
the knowledge and experience gained 
the State Commission for the Blind ad- 
ministering the state blind relief law; but 
such knowledge and experience would 
doubt available request. While the State 
Department Social Welfare was given au- 


thority supervise the program and de- 
cide appeals from the decisions the local 
public welfare officials, was not authorized 
direct instruct them the performance 
their duties, though, course, consulting 
with them. Within the framework the 
cial Security Act and the State Public Welfare 
Law, and subject the right appeal, the 
local public welfare officials may administer 
the law-in such manner each his own 
territory sees fit. was obvious from the first 
that this would mean lack uniformity 
administration, accompanied injustices re- 
sulting from varying interpretations made 
local public welfare officials, both the 
meaning and intent the law itself and 
the needs blind persons. 

has also become evident that the indi- 
vidual blind persons who are receive assis 
tance have means determining the 
amount which they are entitled, the pro 
cedure followed obtain assistance, 
their rights assistance denied 
quate. Like many people who see, they 
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not understand the meaning laws, are un- 
familiar with the intricacies procedure, and 
not know where help may had. The 
State Department should not relied upon 
give advice these individuals: first, be- 
cause the administration assistance 
the hands the local public welfare officials; 
and second, because may ultimately 
called upon approve disapprove the de- 
cisions these officials. The State Commis- 
sion for the Blind, which for fifteen years ad- 
ministered the relief program for the blind 
outside New York City, part the 
State Department and therefore may 
justified not giving advice information 
blind persons seeking assistance. Whether 
justified not, employees the Commission 
have refused give advice information 
such blind persons. 

Thus, have blind persons, entitled 
avail themselves what the State and the 
nation have provided for them, compelled 
obtain through officials who have 
first-hand knowledge of, experience with, 
the problems involved, and without any means 
either for the interpretation the blind and 
their problems the local public welfare 
for the interpretation the law 
and the procedures under the blind per- 
sons concerned. 

these circumstances would have been 
reasonable expect the private agencies for 
the blind seize with alacrity this perfectly 
obvious opportunity for invaluable service 
the blind persons whom these agencies are 
interested. Certainly, these agencies are pre- 
sumed know the capacities, the difficulties, 
and the needs the blind persons their 
territories. They also have, can 
easily acquire, knowledge the law under 
which assistance the blind given and 
the procedures that have been worked out 
make effective. These agencies can know 
better than anyone else what factors 
make adequate budgets for blind persons 


their territories; and “adequate budgets” 
meant budgets which make certain reason- 
able subsistence compatible with decency and 
health. follows that the private agencies for 
the blind can and should the link between 
individual blind persons and the local public 
welfare officials. the one hand, they can 
and should interpret the blind the meaning 
the law and should make clear that 
provides for assistance based need and not 
for pension any kind. the other hand, 
they can and should interpret the public 
welfare officials what blindness entails, the 
special problems and difficulties blind per- 
sons, and the needs the individual blind 
persons whose applications for assistance have 
been filed. longer worth while for the 
private agencies for the blind attempt 
through conferences and committee meetings 
arrive so-called general principles and 
policies. Such principles and policies, they 
are exist all, will emerge from the action 
taken individual cases, which action can 
influenced great extent the manner 
which the private agencies interpret the 
blind and their needs the local public wel- 
fare officials. 

confidently believed that, the private 
agencies for the blind assume this responsi- 
bility and their work effectively, there will 
come into being sympathetic understanding 
between local public welfare officials and the 
blind persons for whose assistance they are 
responsible, and adequate budgets will pro- 
vided. However, should there cases where 
this does not happen, the private agencies must 
help blind persons prosecute their appeals 
and must see that these appeals are 
properly and fully presented. Only all the 
facts are presented and consideration all 
the factors insured can expect the State 
Department render decisions appeals 
which will not only correct themselves, 
but will afford basis for just administration 
throughout the state. Obviously, individual 
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blind persons cannot handle their appeals 
without help. 

submitted that the private agencies for 
the blind have task more important than 
aiding blind persons secure the means 
subsistence. These means are now obtainable 
two ways: through employment and 
through public assistance. abundantly 
clear that not all blind persons can secure the 
means subsistence through employment, 
and for this the reasons are numerous and 
responsibility cannot fixed. However, all 
blind persons not possessed sufficient means 
take care themselves are entitled 
public assistance. Whether not they receive 
adequate measure depends the exist- 
ence correct and sympathetic under- 
standing between the blind persons needing 
assistance and the local public welfare officials 
charged with its distribution. make sure 
that such understanding created and 
continues the responsibility, the duty, and 
the obligation the private agencies for the 
blind. more important than any other 
work these agencies are now doing, with the 
exception, course, the providing em- 
ployment; and yet beginning has scarcely 
been made. They must not fail our blind 
people this matter. 

Neither the private agencies nor the local 
public welfare officials have the right as- 
sume that blind persons who make com- 
plaint are satisfied with the amount 
assistance they are receiving. The duty pro- 
viding adequate assistance for all eligible 
blind persons imposed upon the local public 
welfare officials law. The responsibility 
the private agencies broad the law 
far the group served concerned. 
Blind persons often fail assert their rights 
because they not know understand 
them, because they shrink from so-called 
red tape, because they fear that com- 
plaining they may lose the little they have. 
The private agencies must assist their blind 


clients asserting and maintaining their 
rights under the law, and must battle aggres. 
sively their behalf. 

may not amiss discuss for moment 
what meant “an adequate budget.” 
adequate budget the amount money 
needed provide reasonable subsistence 
compatible with decency and health. Anything 
less than this inadequate and fails meet 
the requirements the state law. The budget 
must not confused with the grant, which 
the difference between the amount the 
budget and the applicable income the per- 
son seeking assistance. The budget must 
set for each individual and must respond 
his needs. must contain all the 
factors which make reasonable 
subsistence. Among these are, course, food, 
shelter, clothing, cleaning and repairing 
same, laundry, grooming, carfare and guide 
service work, recreation, including carfare 
and guide service therefor, smokes, electric 
current for radio and talking book machine, 
and, unless otherwise provided for, medical 
and dental care. Each item must adequate 
itself that will not necessary, for 
example, deprive oneself food order 
get haircut. two-dollar monthly allow- 
ance for clothing for woman going work 
grossly inadequate, and yet just such 
item appears budget possesesion. 

One other matter may mentioned 
lustrating the need for correct interpretation. 
There considerable evidence tendency 
stretch legal responsibility include 
called social responsibility. Local public 
fare officials should have made clear them 
that the public welfare law states definitely 
just how far the responsibility relatives ex- 
tends; that brothers and sisters, however 
wealthy, have responsibility under the law 
for the care their blind relatives, and that 
even parents and children are responsible 
only within their means. not intended 
that parents and children shall themselves 
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deprived reasonable subsistence order 
take care blind relatives. widow earn- 
ing twelve dollars week cannot compelled 
support dependent adult blind son. 

was obviously not intended that blind 
people should lose their self-respect and 
made ever heavier burden 
families reason the blind assistance 
program. the contrary, the exact opposite 
must the intention. Therefore, where 
blind person lives with relatives, the entire 
group should not made the subject 
public assistance budget determining the 
budget the blind person. These relatives 


with whom lives have the right live 
their means permit, and the blind person 
should have budget adequate for his needs 


just were living with strangers. 
Otherwise, such blind persons will have 
choice but leave their family groups and 
live themselves, 

earnestly hoped that the private 
agencies for the blind will accept the oppor- 
tunity for service which the creation the 
blind assistance program presents and will 
meet their responsibility all its phases, 
that all our blind people who are eligible for 
assistance will receive adequate measure. 


BLIND ASSISTANCE VIEWED LOCAL PRIVATE 
AGENCY FOR THE BLIND 


ARMSTRONG 


Since COMPARATIVE NEWCOMER among 
you, may first introduce myself far 
background and experience are concerned. 
Since 1926 have been active public serv- 
ice; first, the office the Commissioner 
Health, then four years Supervisor 
Home Relief the Department Public 
Welfare, and 1932 transferred the 
Department Veterans’ Relief under State 
Civil Service, problem case worker. 
“problem case worker,” may add, does not 
mean that the worker the problem, but 
rather that she handles all cases presenting 
serious problems compared with the usual 
home relief case load. 

That was first experience with handi- 
capped group, and now, work with 
another handicapped group, the blind, can- 
not but helped and influenced 
former experiences. Obviously, too, has 
been privilege enjoy many and very 
friendly contacts with the County Depart- 
ment Public Welfare through which office 
blind assistance administered Onondaga 
County. 


There one fact must never lose sight 
of; namely, that blind assistance public 
taxpayers’ money, and that, virtue its 
source, very rigid and routine system, 
based actual needs, must govern its dis- 
tribution. 

this set-up, association for the blind 
just middleman (without profit). 
neither the giving nor the receiving line, 
but the one benefit our inactive participa- 
tion should the ability give constructive 
criticism one hand and impartial inter- 
pretation the other. 

May review with you some the excep- 
tions, written unwritten, made public 
assistance for that other handicapped group, 
disabled veterans? First, veteran ever has 
apply public relief agency for as- 
sistance. course, that because veterans 
are supposedly indigent through fault 
their own but rather because injuries re- 
ceived service their country. They have 
their own special relief agencies. Secondly, 
making budget, disabled veteran 
allowed least per cent his govern- 
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ment allowance for his own personal needs. 
Never the entire amount 
connected disability 
priated absorbed the home relief 
budget. that, not mean that any and 
all disabled veterans can “get with 
murder,” but cognizance taken their 
peculiar needs view their handicaps. 
shell-shocked veteran requires one thing; 
man with one leg one arm, something 
else, and on. may interest you know 
that, during all years with the disabled 
veterans’ group, veteran blinded service 
ever had ask public assistance. the other 
hand, there are many veterans being served, 
one way another, through our local As- 
sociation for the Blind. That fact bespeaks 
the adequate manner which the Govern- 
ment has compensated for that type dis- 
ability. 

Someone has said that successful public 
speaking depends successful private think- 
ing. have confined thoughts but two 
phases blind assistance—the actual applica- 
tion first contact, and certain budgetary 
allowances concessions. 

person without sight should never have 
public office apply for assistance. 
The application should accepted mail. 
Even the best office environments, the 
procedure for making application for public 
assistance none too good, and doubly 
hard for the person who, because his handi- 
cap, cannot alone. During recent con- 
ference with the Area Director for Blind 
Assistance the Syracuse District, dis- 
cussed length just what the best procedure 
would handling applications for blind 
assistance from those unknown the local 
Association the State Bureau Services for 
the Blind. you all know, the first require- 
ment eye report which has been passed 
the classificationist the Bureau Services 
for the Blind. the case not known—that 
is, there recent medical report avail- 
able—the present arrangement that the 


Welfare Officer must arrange for eye 
examination, forward the report this 
amination the Bureau Services for the 
Blind where classified, and then proceed 
the basis the classification. The case 
either accepted, provided there actual need, 
else refused where there sufficient 
evidence that need does not exist. But during 
all that time, the local Association knows 
nothing the case and has been given 
opportunity assist, either handling the 
case case, more important, becom- 
ing acquainted with the person who with- 
out sight, and who, all probability, would 
welcome the friendship and counsel 
agency whose sole purpose would look 
out for his interests. 

Insurance has been described certain 
sum uncertain time.” That’s what 
Association for the Blind should those 
whom can serve—a certain someone 
uncertain time. conference with the 
Area Director, was our thought that when- 
ever application for blind assistance 
received, the first clearing inquiry made 
the Welfare Department should with 
the local Association for the Blind. recent 
eye report available through that office, 
copy would submitted the Blind 
sistance Division, which would, course, 
proceed from there the usual way. If, 
the other hand, the local Association has not 
had recent contact, the case entirely 
unknown it, then the proper person from 
that Association should make 
arrange for eye examination, and report 
the case the Bureau Services for the 
Blind. This would accomplish two things: 
first, would assist keeping the general 
register the Bureau and the local 
Association date; and, secondly, and 
most important, would bring about happy 
relationship between the sightless person him- 
self and his Association. would open 
him new avenues interest, recreation, and 
possible employment. 
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said before, the Syracuse Association 
enjoys very friendly relationship with the 
local Division Blind Assistance the 
Onondaga County Department Public 
Welfare. The Supervisor the Blind As- 
sistance Division sends summary all 
blind assistance cases, even those which are, 
for any reason, rejected. the other hand, 
co-operate with her the matter report- 
ing the earnings that smaller group em- 
ployed the Lighthouse, who are also 
recipients blind assistance. this for 
two reasons: first, because realize that she 
has perfect right know; and, secondly, 
because this reporting reduces the mini- 
mum any possible friction misunderstand- 
ing between the person employed and the 
investigator. (May add here that not 
approve relief investigators making con- 
tacts investigations the place business 
where the client employed, whether 
public office, shop, sheltered workshop 
such the Lighthouse. other group 
would interviewed.) And this brings 
the climax the problem—earnings, 
deductions, special needs, and work relief. 

Because the therapeutic value being 
occupied work, occupational therapy 
the outstanding achievement all institu- 
tions for handicapped groups. The State 
maintains rehabilitation bureau serving all 
but the blind. Yet all through this state, large 
numbers perfectly healthy men and women 
are, because loss sight, permitted— 
almost forced—to remain idly home, and, 
except rare cases, are supported family, 
friends, public funds. 

think should pause here repeat again 


that all these remarks are based limited 
knowledge—that refer only conditions 
Onondaga County. 

mentioned earnings, deductions, special 
needs, and work relief. might better turn 
those about and suggest first that all who are 
employable either home elsewhere 
should, need public assistance, 
given the same opportunity earn living 
anyone else. would willing under- 
take designate suitable job for every 
applicant for blind assistance who employ- 
able. should like set blind assistance 
work relief budget, with adequate allowance 
for special needs, such clothing repairs 
and cleaners’ bills, transportation, and recrea- 
tion. costs money for sightless person 
keep his her clothes good condition, the 
need transportation obvious, and recrea- 
tion essential. Before any deductions were 
made from earnings, would sure that 
there was left some incentive work. For 
that larger unemployable group, would 
sure there was left some incentive live! 
Just because persons certain group have 
lost their sight, they should not automatically 
placed within the same category. Their 
needs blind persons cannot change very 
much from their needs before losing their 
sight. Earlier stated that blind assistance 
must based actual need, and repeat it. 

Finally, may urge that remain open- 
minded, like the woman who was about 
attend political meeting. She kept insisting, 
“Of course, I’m not prejudiced all. I’m 
going with perfectly open and unbiased 
mind listen what I’m convinced pure 


rubbish.” 


ye 
the 
1S 
ng 
\s- 
se, 
ot 
ly 
m 
ct, 
m- 


BLIND ASSISTANCE VIEWED COUNTY WELFARE DISTRICT 


sistance, Viewed County Welfare 
Department,” must necessarily from the 
viewpoint Erie County, have only 
very limited knowledge Blind Assistance 
other counties the state. 

the general shaking our economic 
life the past generation, the blind have 
suffered well others. The handicapped 
are always the first forced into unem- 
ployment. therefore proper and fitting, 
the great increase public relief measures 
and appropriations, that special relief meas- 
ure, required the needs the time, should 
passed for blind people. 

The first law granting assistance the 
blind New York State was, you all 
know, passed the State Legislature 
1922. appropriation was available Erie 
County 1923. Applications were filed with 
the State Commission for the Blind which 
investigated all cases, made recommendations 
for grants denials, and supervised the work 
the local administration which, 
county, was carried the public welfare 
department this county. 

May 1937, Blind Assistance became 
part the state public assistance program, 
with Federal participation under the Social 
Security Act. This brought about many 
Supervision was transferred from 
one state department another. The local 
County Welfare Department 
responsibility for the entire administration 
the taking the application, 
through the investigation, the decision and 
disposal the case. The administration 
blind relief Erie County, under both the 
old law and the new law, covers those cases 
living the city Buffalo and Erie county. 

The percentage blind people ratio 
the population city county very 


small, and, therefore, the case load Blind 
Assistance very small compared with those 
(1) those losing their sight late middle life 
old age, whose education training must 
for recreational purposes and cannot im- 
prove their economic condition; (2) those 
blind persons who have other physical 
mental defects which handicap them that 
they are completely unfitted for work; and 
(3) those who are awaiting instruction 
training, are awaiting employment, are 
already employed and whose earnings are 
not sufficient. Although this last group are 
insignificant number, they are most im- 
portant because their ability, because 
the splendid adjustment they are able 
make most difficult handicap, and be- 
cause certain philosophy which have 
never met any other group people. 

the case load small, the department 
administering Blind Assistance necessarily 
small—composed this county three 
people. has been the policy this County 
Welfare Department administer both the 
old and the new law the best interests 
sistent public welfare department 
dispensing public funds; short, grant 
adequate relief. One the great advantages 
under the present law that all the needs 
the particular client, including special ap- 
pliances, medical care, and hospitalization, are 
covered Blind Assistance, either direct 
grant order special relief. 

Our program organized conform 
the regulations laid down the state Social 
Security Act: registration cases with the 
Bureau Services for the Blind for eligibility 
certification respect blindness; the vari- 
ous proofs eligibility respect other 
factors; the principle that relief based 
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need and that the investigation must show 
that the need exists; the requirements re- 
gard property, insurance, bank accounts, 
and legally responsible relatives. If, after in- 
vestigation, grant made, the result 
worked out budget, either for the 
person, himself, lives alone, for his 
pro-rated share the family expense. the 
other members the family are active cases 
some other department social welfare, 
with another relief-giving agency, co- 
operative budget worked out with that 
agency. the interpretation this 
program and our policies that most need 
your help interpreting applicants, and 
their families, and the general public, 
the conditions under which applications for 
Blind Assistance are accepted and approved. 
First, that not pension the form 
sum money, such thirty dollars 
fifty dollars, paid regularly each 
month without any re-investigation, but relief 
granted the basis need; that investiga- 
tion each case must establish the fact that 
there need; that there are requirements 
regard eligibility which the case worker 
Blind Assistance can outline the applicant 
and his family. the last analysis, how- 
ever, the applicant, himself, must make the 
decision whether not will accept 
those conditions. 

the law divides case load into two 
particular groups, find, also, two separate 
groups for case work treatment. The client 
the first group, who not employable, 
made comfortable his own accustomed 
environment, unless that environment can 
give him feeling security helping him 
adjust loss vision and relieve the 
lack color and the monotony his life. 
keep him touch with recreational 
activities, try improve the attitude 
his family toward him and help him 
help himself. the case the employable 
trainable person found the second group, 


case work concerned with specific prob- 
lem—to keep the client touch with channels 
for education and training and help him 
build place for himself the community 
and enjoy normal activities life. Buffalo 
and Erie County are particularly rich com- 
munity resources which help make this 
well-rounded program. Resources for medi- 
cal, educational, recreational, and vocational 
purposes are had abundance from 
private physicians and public clinics, from 
other social work agencies dealing work 
for the blind and other types social 
case work, from private clubs and organiza- 
tions, and from individuals. 

This brings the plan which Miss 
Stainton, Executive Secretary the Buffalo 
Association for the Blind, Miss Sundholm, 
State Home Teacher, and have worked out 
together. feel that our particular method 
procedure unique the state, outside 
New York City. based the fact 
that, each application, there question 
not only relief, but other services which 
are much more important. have 
monthly conference, with frequent consulta- 
tions between, which time discuss 
cases, analyze the problems involved, and 
decide treatment. Sometimes, all three 
work together the same case; occasion- 
ally only one active for long period 
time; stagger our plans suit the 
situation and capacity the client. The co- 
operation has been close and such value 
that, with all due respect Miss Stainton and 
Miss Sundholm, just myself often call 
the “three musketeers”. 

John was first referred for Blind Assistance 
the City Division the Home Relief De- 
partment who were caring for John and his 
mother and sister. Upon the occasion the 
first call, when explained that was calling 
the suggestion the Home Relief visitor 
discuss Blind Assistance with John, John’s 
mother fairly “shooed” out the house. 
developed that her natural feeling re- 
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sponsibility for handicapped child was most 
exaggerated. She felt, also, greater blame 
for his blindness due her own earlier at- 
titude toward medical treatment and his eye 
condition. This complex took the form 
refusing admit that John was blind, and 
she refused allow anyone discuss with 
John any phase loss vision. For several 
years had been shielded his mother 
and denied any opportunity for adjustment 
his eye condition, for education 
training. This case was turned over Miss 
Sundholm who made splendid contact with 
John. She was soon able start training 
and teaching and help him make more 
practical adjustment his loss vision. 
Miss Sundholm opened the way for others. 
were finally able interest one his 
brothers our plans, and this brother 
brought John the Association workshop, 
which opened new world for him. 
Miss Stainton was able arrange work 
which gave him small monthly return 
immediately. 


The particular service which Blind 
sistance was able give, was establish 
him private boarding-home with his own 
friends, who were particularly intelligent and 
understanding and who worked closely with 
our plans. This was done with the 
mother’s full approval she was able least 
comprehend the improvements were 
making and assumed “hands off” attitude. 
John spends every Sunday with her, which 
keeps him contact with his own family. 
Since the first year has passed, John has gone 
full speed ahead, taking everything his 
party. The reaction brought about new in- 
terests has entirely transformed his outlook. 
this particular case, all three agencies were 
needed, and all three have worked together 
bring about satisfactory results. Blind 
Assistance will soon able withdraw, 
John will self-supporting. 

Thus, work out our common aim 
help our clients live harmony with them- 
selves and the world about them. 
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Tue Purchases Blind-Made 
Products, appointed President Roosevelt 
under the provisions the Wagner-O’Day 
Act, has prescribed rules and regulations for 
Federal Government purchases brooms 
and mops from workshops for the blind. 

The regulations are follows: 


(a) The National Industries for the Blind 
(hereinafter referred “National 
designated the agency facilitate the dis- 
tribution orders among the agencies for the 
blind. 

(b) The Procurement Division, Treasury De- 
partment, designated co-ordinate purchases 
the Federal Government the blind-made 
products specified the Committee Pur- 
chases Blind-made Products (hereinafter re- 

The Committee will issue schedules, 
through the Procurement Division, all De- 
partments and agencies the Federal Govern- 
ment (hereinafter referred “ordering 
offices”), setting forth details description 
blind-made commodities purchased or- 
dering offices accordance with said Act, in- 
cluding the amounts determined the Com- 
mittee the fair market prices thereof, time 
delivery, applicable Federal specification num- 
bers, etc. These schedules will revised from 
time time, the effective dates any changes 
prices indicated such revised schedules. 

Any ordering office requiring any com- 
modity which listed said schedule (for use 
within the Continental limits the United 
States), shall transmit request for allocation 
covering its requirements the Procurement 
Division. These requests for allocation shall 
addressed to: 


Committee Purchases Blind-made 
Products, 

Procurement Division, Treasury Department, 

7th and Streets, SW. 

Washington, 

(a) The Procurement Division will obtain 
all necessary clearances from Federal Prison In- 
dustries, Inc., and thereafter forward 


quests for allocation National Industries, pro- 
vided that the discretion the Director 
Procurement, any item listed the schedule 
blind-made products may (subject clearance 
Federal Prison Industries, Inc.) handled 
the Procurement Division stock item for 
delivery ordering offices Washington, C., 
the schedule price plus any applicable Pro- 
curement Division surcharge. 

(b) National Industries will maintain record 
all non-profit-making agencies for the blind 
organized under the laws the United States 
any state, and statistical data showing their 
respective quantity production the commodi- 
ties specified the schedule blind-made prod- 
ucts available for sale the Federal Government, 
that the orders may equitably distributed 
among such agencies. 

(c) Each request for allocation shall bear the 
stamp approval the Procurement Division 
showing that has taken the required action 
with respect thereto, and any request for alloca- 
tion received National Industries without 
such stamp approval shall forwarded the 
Procurement Division for appropriate attention. 

(d) National Industries shall determine, im- 
mediately upon receipt each request for allo- 
cation, whether any agency for the blind 
position furnish the requirements, and not, 
shall promptly return the request directly 
the ordering office with notice that effect, 
transmitting the Procurement Division 
copy such notice. The said notice shall con- 
stitute clearance the ordering office effect 
the purchase elsewhere. 

(e) soon National Industries determines 
which agency for the blind furnish the re- 
quirements, will furnish the ordering office the 
name and address the agency. The ordering 
office will, thereupon, issue purchase order 
said agency, furnishing copies thereof Na- 
tional Industries and the Procurement Division. 

The Procurement Division may give any 
ordering office such clearances may neces- 
sary effect the prompt procurement ma- 
terial meet emergency needs. 

Invoices covering orders for blind-made 
products will transmitted the agencies for 
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the blind, directed the ordering offices, and 
the regulations particular ordering office 
require the use vouchers, such vouchers will 
transmitted such ordering office directly 
said agencies for completion and return the 
ordering office. Each invoice shall submitted 
triplicate, and the original copy shall duly 
certified authorized representative the 
particular agency for the blind, where orders are 
filled from stock the Procurement Division 
for delivery ordering offices Washington, 
the invoices the Procurement Division will 
accompany the shipments. 

Payments will made the ordering 
offices the Procurement Division 
items delivered Washington, and directly 
the agencies for the blind all other cases. 

commodity shall delivered any 
agency for the blind, under purchase order 
issued any ordering office, unless least per 
cent (or other percentage with respect particu- 
lar item that may specified the schedule 
blind-made products) the direct labor pro- 
duction such commodity shall have been per- 
formed the blind; and unless the agency for 
the blind offering such commodity shall have 
produced for private sale for least six 
months prior the receipt such order. 
Each certified invoice shall contain certificate 
duly executed authorized representative 
the agency for the blind showing that such 
agency non-profit-making organization, that 
the percentage direct labor production 
the blind within the prescribed limit for the 
particular commodity, and that such agency has 
produced the commodity for private sale for the 
said six months period. 

Beginning April 1939, National Indus- 
tries shall furnish the Procurement Division 
quarterly reports Government purchases 
blind-made products, showing all transactions 
concluded prior the fifteenth day the pre- 
vious calendar month. These reports will in- 
clude list all purchase orders filled, with the 
quantity, shipping and delivery points, and price 
received under each order. The Procurement 
Division will then submit these reports the 
Committee with any recommendations may 
deem appropriate with respect the fair mar- 
ket price any article articles contained 
the schedule blind-made products. 

(a) “Non-profit-making agencies for the 
blind” shall mean any institutions operated 
the interest blind persons, the net income 
which institution does not inure whole 


part the benefit shareholders individuals, 
evidenced affidavits which shall have been 
filed with National Industries establishing such 
status. 

(b) “Ordering office” shall mean any execu- 
tive department, independent 
board, commission, bureau, service, division 
the United States, and any corporation, all the 
stock which beneficially owned the 
United States. 

10. These rules and regulations shall effec- 
tive and after the date approval the 
Committee; provided, however, that the Com- 
mittee may, subject the provisions said 
amend these regulations from time time. No- 
tice any such amendment and the effective 
date thereof will given ordering offices 
through the Procurement Division. 


Approved the Committee 
December 21, 1938. 
Chairman 


The membership Committee 
Purchases Blind-Made Products fol- 
lows: 


Chairman, Christian Joy Peoples, representing 
the Department the Treasury; 

Migel, representing the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind; 

Augustus Warfield, representing the Depart- 
ment War; 

Arthur Mayo, representing the Department 
the Navy; 

Maurice Tynan, representing the Department 
the Interior; 

Alex Ashley, representing the Department 
Agriculture; 

Fletcher Rawls, representing the Department 
Commerce; 

Robert LeFevre, Secretary. 


The allocation orders for brooms and 
mops began January, and other commodi- 
ties are being added the list rapidly 
possible. 

National Industries for the Blind, Inc. is, 
was explained the October, 1938 issue 
the Outlook, non-profit sales corporation 
sponsored the American Foundation for 
the Blind facilitate the distribution gov- 
ernment orders among the workshops for the 


blind. 
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FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 
News notes the current activities the American Foundation for the Blind 


FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS 


The Foundation has granted scholarship 
for social work training Leontine Belmont 
Upper Montclair, New Jersey. Miss Bel- 
mont, who graduate St. Elizabeth’s 
College, and was for some time the staff 
the Arthur Sunshine Home and Nursery 
School for Blind Babies, now enrolled 
the New York School Social Work. 


FIELD SERVICE 


During the past few months members the 
Foundation staff have given field service 
West Virginia, Maine, New Jersey, 
Georgia, and Arkansas. 


MAGAZINE SOUND 


The sound studios the American Foun- 
dation for the Blind announce new experi- 
ment magazine publication, make its 
bow March. that month for the first 
time the magazine will appear written 
ing Book version Talking Book Topics. 
until now this publication has reached 


Talking Book readers inkprint only. 


consisted special articles dealing with Talk- 
ing Book matters, reviews and synopses 
recently recorded Talking Books, with some 
injection notes authors and sound studio 
gossip. This material will now recorded 
Talking Book disc that “readers” 
Talking Book Topics will able immediately 
place their reading machines and hear 
what has say without the aid third 
party. seems highly fitting that the first 
periodical reach the blind through the ear 
should magazine specially devoted the 
Talking Book and its development. The ink- 
print edition this quarterly will out 


usual, free all Talking Book users, part 
the Foundation’s service, but annual 
subscription $1.00, cover cost manu- 
facture, will charged those who wish 
receive Talking Book Topics the discs. 


SALESKITS 


The Independence Saleskit, designed and 
made the Foundation meeting with 
favor number states. 

Oklahoma these kits are financed the 
Oklahoma Commission for the Adult Blind 
through its marketing fund, and are placed 
the hands suitably qualified blind per- 
sons who repay the Commission from the 
profits derived from the sale the merchan- 
dise. avoid the delay and expense plac- 
ing individual re-orders stock directly from 
New York, the Commission has arranged 
carry quantity merchandise that re- 
orders can filled there with minimum loss 
time and expense for transportation. 

Other states which have ordered saleskits 
include Pennsylvania, Maine, Minnesota, 
Georgia, North Carolina, New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut, Colorado, Vermont, Okla- 
homa, Oregon, and Virginia. 


TALKING BOOKS SCHOOLS 
FOR THE BLIND 


During the coming year, with the help 
the Carnegie Corporation and others, the 
Foundation plans conduct study looking 
toward the extension the use the Talking 
Book record educational medium 
schools for the blind. 

Dr. Berthold Léwenfeld, formerly the 
staff the Israelitische Blindeninstitut 
Vienna, has been appointed the Founda- 
tion carry this study. 
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NECROLOGY 


JONES 


When Orlando Jones (see Frontispiece) 
Jefferson City, Missouri, passed away Janu- 
ary 27, 1939, the age 54, the State 
Missouri lost outstanding figure work 
for the blind. Mr. Jones was stricken with 
total blindness when was still young man. 
During the last quarter century, every piece 
legislation relating the blind which was 
enacted that State bore the unmistakable 
imprint that doughty champion the 
blind who practiced and preached the shibbo- 
leth throughout the length and breadth 
Missouri. “Help the blind help themselves.” 

Mr. Jones went Jefferson City from his 
home the State Michigan when his 
and secured employment paper-box 
factory. Those who knew his work that 
line employment say that was unusually 
proficient his duties, demonstrating dex- 
terity and facility with the work that few 
others possessed. 

this point his life was changed with 
slowly descending clouds that began shut 
out the light from his eyes, and within less 
than two years’ time was blind. 

was now only little past twenty-one 
years age, married, and out job because 
sight was deemed prerequisite paper-box 
making. Friends and his doctors suggested 
that retire the farm. sister Mrs. 
Jones St. Charles County the eastern part 
Missouri near the city St. Louis, gave 
Mr. Jones and his wife haven. 

Mr. Jones later returned Jefferson City, 
and after had become more less adjusted 
his new mode life, was assisted set- 
ting grocery store. The shelves were 
marked braille, and many devices were 
employed Mr. Jones making possible 
for him wait his trade promptly and 


efficiently. There question the minds 
many but what this venture would have 
succeeded financially, but the grocery business 
was entirely new Mr. Jones, and there were 
other factors, which will not recounted 
here, which made very difficult for him 
carry successfully this venture, although 
had the whole-hearted support the com- 
munity. 

All legislation from that which founded the 
Missouri Commission for the Blind 1915 
the present day had the impress Mr. Jones’ 
keen insight matters affecting the blind, 
was the guiding spirit the establishment 
the Jefferson City Association for the Blind, 
now known the Central Missouri Associa- 
tion for the Blind. was its first superin- 
tendent during and after the World War. 
sought equip himself for more efficient 
work attending special summer course 
for blind home teachers conducted Colum- 
bia University, New York City, 
Friends sent him there; friends always 
surrounded him, for the reason that in- 
spired confidence. through the years 
developed into talented public speaker and 
was frequently heard over the radio. 

The first Mrs. Jones died 1927, and about 
six years ago re-married. The present Mrs. 
Jones graduate the Missouri School for 
the Blind. 

the wish the legion friends left 
Mr. Jones that his legislative plans for the 
blind may enacted into law the present 
session the legislature Missouri. 

Ernest ScHNEIDER 


DR. WALTER SNYDER 


Dr. Walter Snyder, well-known special- 
ist diseases the eye, died his home 
Toledo, Ohio December 28. 

Dr. Snyder, native Pennsylvania, took 
his degree medicine the University 
Michigan 1891, and entered practice 
Toledo where remained until his death. 
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NECROLOGY 


addition being the several hos- 
pitals was active the development the 
Toledo Clinic and was head the Clinic’s 
eye department. 

was best known workers for the 
blind, however, member the Board 
the Ohio Commission for the Blind which 
was also one the organizers the Toledo 
Society for the Blind and member its 
Executive Committee for many years. 
gave unlimited service the blind, particu- 
larly those cases which felt vision 
might improved restored. 

Dr. Snyder’s fortune which estimated 
approximately seven hundred thousand 
dollars was left medical research bureau 
improve the condition the eyes. 


MARY CHURCHMAN 


Miss Mary Churchman, former teacher 
the Colorado School for the Deaf and 
Blind, died January 28. 

Her father, Churchman, was 
founder the Indiana State School for the 
Blind, and Miss Churchman was associated 
with schools for the deaf and blind all her 
life. She was one the first teachers the 
Colorado School. Taking charge the music 
department the School 1884, Miss 
Churchman taught for forty-six years. She 
retired from active service 1930, and shortly 
afterward her sight began fail, but she 
maintained interest the School’s activi- 
ties until her death. 


CHANGES PHILADELPHIA 
AGENCIES 


February the headquarters the 
Philadelphia Branch the Pennsylvania As- 


sociation for the Blind moved from the third 
floor the first floor the building 1305 
Locust Street. This has been made possible 
change the activities the Pennsyl- 
vania Institution for the Instruction the 
Blind, which that same date discontinued 
the “Salesroom and Exchange”. Supervision 
the Piano Tuning Department will 
transferred the Overbrook building, and the 
Philadelphia Branch will take over the chair- 
caning and other activities the Locust Street 
Building. The Branch expects stress its 
store the first floor where large variety 
blind-made products will sold. 


PENSIONS FOR THE BLIND 
AUSTRALIA 


pension per week paid the 
Commonwealth Government Australia 
every blind person sixteen years age over 
and every pensioner allowed earn ad- 
dition £3, 7s. 6d. weekly, making total in- 
come £4, 7s. 6d. (approximately $21.25) 
weekly. 

Pensioners may live their own property 
without jeopardizing the pension. They are 
allowed have £50 the bank without any 
deduction pension, and for every additional 
£50 deposit the pension reduced £10 per 
year. 

Blind couples are permitted only total joint 
income £4, 7s. 6d. weekly including their 
respective pensions each. 


The CONQUEST BLINDNESS 


Latimer 


Price, $3.25 postpaid 
AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND 
West 16th Street, New York 


Among the schools for the blind where 
volunteers are taking active and interest- 
ing part the education students are the 
Ohio State School for the Blind, Perkins 
Institution and Massachusetts School for the 
Blind, and the Virginia School for the Deaf 
and the Blind. 


The Lions Club Columbus has given 
wide variety services the Ohio School. 
They have provided uniforms for the school 
band well supplying several instru- 
ments. Several pianos have also been con- 
tributed the school the same club. The 
Ladies the Lions Auxiliary give teas and 
entertainments frequent intervals for the 
girls the school. The tea usually held 
the home one the members, with the 
different members the Auxiliary calling 
the school for the girls. Although the Christ- 
mas Season busy one for the Lions their 
activities the Ohio school, they have also 
found the above ways for giving year-round 
services. 


Perkins Institution definite part 
the work the Personnel Department 
devoted placement volunteers where 
each will able render the best service. 
Most the volunteers work closely with the 
social worker the Perkins staff carrying 
out individual plans for the students. These 
services include: Shopping trips, entertaining 
students the volunteer’s home, supply- 
ing and delivering clothing children and 
their families, letter-writing for the smallest 
children, and taking children for special 
educational trip farms, stores, etc. Experi- 
ence has proved that sometimes contacts made 
during student’s trip with volunteer stand 
out thrilling adventure child’s life. 
example this was the boy who recently 
was telling the social worker about his trip 


radio station company with volun- 
teer. characterized the trip “the best 
time ever had whole life.” 


the Virginia School for the Deaf and 
Blind most helpful group volunteers 
serving the school has been the Mary Baldwin 
group the Virginia School, and the two 
groups have been closely associated. 
McManaway, Superintendent the Virginia 
School, commented upon this service the 
following way: 


The volunteer service that being rendered 
the Mary Baldwin College girls the pupils 
the Virginia School for the Blind such 
outstanding value that merits the attention 
other schools situated college towns. Nothing 
has meant more the Mary Baldwin girls 
the way enlarging their sympathies and chal- 
lenging them give themselves service. The 
Girl Reserves look forward the friendships 
they make, and the fun they have knowing 
older girls. Nothing could afford the younger 
girls greater inspiration continue their studies 
the school for the blind than knowing these 
older girls who are seeking higher educa- 
tion. Understanding the social amenities and 
the finer things life much more forceful 
when given informally through the medium 
contacts instead direct instruction. Because 
the crowded schedules both schools, very 
flexible plan activities followed according 
the interest and will the girls. The sponsor 
the Girl Reserves careful see that the 
college girls have understanding the needs 
the group. great deal the credit for the 
success this program due the wise counsel 
and understanding the sponsor the Mary 


Reports volunteers’ activities connec- 
tion with other schools and organizations will 
appreciated for use future “Volunteer 
Service” columns other ways. 
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VOLUNTEER SERVICE 


FRIENDLY VISITING FOR THE BLIND 


program Friendly Visiting blind 
persons the State Washington re- 
ceiving state-wide sponsorship the Junior 
Federation Women’s Clubs beginning 
February, 1939. 

Impressed with the possibilities similar 
volunteer service which has been existence 
for several years bringing needed neigh- 
borly services elderly persons the state, 
the Federation working with the Division 
for the Blind the State Department 
Social Security making final plans for 
inauguration the program state-wide 
basis. Tried Yakima County, home the 
State Chairman Friendly Visiting, the plan 
already has the enthusiasm many the 
club members, who feel that the success 
Yakima presages needed program service 
blind persons the state. 

Although the Federation working closely 
with the Division for the Blind, its members 
are not confining their activities blind 
persons receiving public assistance. Rather 
their aim bring their friendly visiting 
service all those blind persons who lack 
neighbor and community contacts. 

assist the volunteer visitors with such 
program, Manual Friendly Visiting, 
patterned after the manual now use for 
other groups, will give helpful suggestions 
and information. These include brief dis- 
cussion the principles and philosophy 
the program, description the various 
activities for blind persons now being carried 
the State Department Social Security 
through its Division for the Blind, reading 
list the subject blindness and blind 
persons, and pertinent suggestions what 
the volunteer visitor can do. Under this latter 
section, the visitor will find the following 
suggestions: Reading aloud; writing and read- 
ing assisting persons getting and 
from clinics for eye and other health treat- 
ment; taking blind persons for walks, outings, 
Picnics, etc.; and (to quote the Manual) any- 


thing that will “instill the desire that 
person’s mind become part the normal 
community life rather than setting himself 
aside with small group other persons 
who are blind and letting himself get into 
rut finally coming the place con- 
siders himself different type person.” 


Erma 


FEDERAL STAND CONCESSIONS 


The following state agencies have been des- 
administer the Randolph-Sheppard Act (pro- 
viding for stand concessions blind persons 
Federal buildings) their respective areas: 
Georgia. Department Public Welfare, Adult 

Service Division, Hurt Building, Atlanta. 
Bureau Sight Conservation and 

Work for the Blind, Territorial Board 

Public Welfare, Honolulu. 

Illinois. Division Visitation Adult Blind, 
1900 Marshall Boulevard, Chicago. 

Louisiana. State Board for the Blind, New 
Capitol, Baton Rouge. 

Minnesota. Division the Blind, State Board 
Control, St. Paul. 

Mississippi. Commission for the Blind, Old 
Capitol Building, Jackson. 

New Hampshire. Department Public Wel- 
fare, Capitol Street, Concord. 

Rhode Island. Bureau for the Blind, State 
Department Education, Room State 
House, Providence. 

South Carolina. Division for the Blind, De- 
partment Public Welfare, 1617 Blanding 
Street, Columbia. 

South Dakota. Vocational Rehabilitation Ser- 
vice, State Capitol, Pierre. 

These are addition the twenty-eight 
states which the designated state agencies 
were listed the February (1937) and De- 
cember (1937) issues the Outlook. blind 
person who wishes secure stand concession 
Federal building should apply directly 
designated agency his state. 
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News items from agencies for the blind all parts the country are desired for these pages. 
All manuscripts should the Editor’s hands four weeks before the date 


Maryland School for the Warren Bled- 
soe, teacher English and dramatics, was granted 
leave absence for year take the Harvard- 
Perkins course and some additional work Har- 
Miss Mattie Owens, who had been absent 
for rest for few months, returned her former 
position grade teacher. Mr. Hugh English 
new teacher who divides his time between the 
two schools. Miss Lucie Tibbits, graduate 
Mt. Holyoke College and the Harvard-Perkins 
course, has been appointed teach the primary 
department. Miss Harriet deWitt has been given 
leave absence, and her place has been taken 
Miss Beatrice Greene. The Maryland School in- 
augurated the first meeting the Eastern Schools’ 
Girls’ Play Day. Twenty girls representing Perkins 
Institution, New York Institution for the Education 
the Blind, Pennsylvania Institution for the In- 
struction the Blind, and the Western Pennsyl- 
vania School for the Blind, accompanied their 
teachers, were the guests the School. 


Colorado School for Deaf and Robert 
Gross, violin instructor for the School, was called 
east during the Christmas holidays appear 
soloist with the symphony orchestras Chicago, 
New York, and Philadelphia. also participated 
concert the Composers’ Forum. 


New Hampshire Association for the 
Association, working co-operation with the State 
Board Public Welfare, opened the Manchester 
post-office the first vending stand the state 
operated blind man. The ceremony opening 
the stand was presided over Mr. John Halliran 
Concord, member the State Board Public 
Welfare; the principal speaker was Governor Fran- 
cis Murphy. Under the supervision the State 
Board Public Welfare the stand will operated 
Clyde Richardson Plymouth. 


Western Pennsylvania School for the Blind—In 
1931, Mr. Joice became interested stenotype (ma- 
chine shorthand) possible vocation for the 
blind, and introduced into the School. Two 


partially sighted girls took about one year’s work, 
then dropped it. The study was resumed this year 
some the students. The School has had the 
plates for both the stenotype textbook and the 
stenotype reader stereotyped the American Print. 
ing House for the Blind, Louisville, and copies 
these books braille will available through 
regular Printing House procedure. 


New York Association for the year 
the Association paid $101,306.45 directly the 
blind for wages and emergency relief. Over four- 
teen hundred visits were made social workers 
the blind their homes, and the blind 
the Lighthouse. Nearly three thousand articles 
clothing were distributed the sightless. addi- 
tion its general welfare, health, and recreational 
work, the organization operates the Lighthouse 
Eye Clinic and Lighthouse Music School 114 
East 6oth Street, the Bourne Workshop for Blind 
Men 35th Street, the Residential Clubhouse for 
Blind Men First Avenue, the Emma Hardy 
Memorial Vacation Home Cornwall-on-Hudson, 
New York, and Camp Lighthouse for Boys and 
Girls Waretown, New Jersey. Last year the regis 
tration the Lighthouse reached total 5,063 
blind persons. Instruction the latest dance 
steps given twice weekly the Lighthouse. 
Besides ballroom dancing, classes interpretive and 
tap dancing are also conducted. There are also 
classes interpretive dancing for children from 
three five years age. Monthly dances are held 
the Lighthouse, and the music often supplied 
the Lighthouse Swing Band, composed blind 
musicians. The Association has announced the 
purchase the property East 6oth Street, 
adjoining the present Lighthouse Eye Clinic. 
special bequest made possible this purchase. 


West Virginia Schools for Deaf and 
addition has been made the teaching staff, the 
appointment Miss Margelia Stonestreet who has 
been named librarian and substitute teacher. 
Dr.J. K.Guthrie has been appointed ophthalmologist 
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for the School. Vocational activities have been 
amplified, especially assembly and rug work. 
Various achievement tests have been concluded 
toward re-classification and more efficient teaching 
service. This work follows the mental testing 
done Dr. Estella Bowers. 


New York Institute for the Education the 
chorus the New York Institute sang 
the Kate Smith General Foods Hour Decem- 
ber “Our Responsibility the Development 
the Personality the Handicapped Child” the 
general theme for discussion the meetings the 
Parent-Teachers’ Association this the De- 
cember meeting there was exhibit games that 
visually handicapped children can play. One the 
teachers spoke hobbies. The English Depart- 
ment planning series radio plays “Books 
and Authors” given association with the 
Board Education New York City during the 
second semester. second faculty unit for 
married teachers has been completed which will 
house six families. Plans have been executed 
for exhibit the activities the Institute the 
New York World’s Fair. Robert Gunderson, 
blind instructor radio class work, has been made 
member the Army Amateur Radio System 
under the direct command the chief signal officer 
the United States Army. Sixty pupils will 
participate the Anniversary Exercises 
March 30, 1939. 


lowa Commission for the Blind—The Commis- 
sion has been sponsoring WPA braille transcribing 
project which blind people are employed 
transcribers, with sighted people their readers. 
The transcribers are employed their own com- 
under local supervision. Nine college 
graduates are employed and four high school grad- 
uates. The proof reader graduate the State 
University Iowa, and member Phi Beta 
Kappa. 


Braille Institute America—Literature Moon 
type published England printed what 
known the “return-line” process. this 
meant that the printed lines run alternately from 
left right and from right left, with arc 
the end each line aid guiding the reading 
finger from line line. Moon print America 
from left right. This practice preferable 


all who have learned read Moon print since 
was adopted standard for American printed 
books, but obviously, the thousands Moon 
readers who have trained themselves the back- 
ward return line process, the American way 
somewhat objectionable. For this reason the Director 
Project, Books for the Adult Blind, Library 
Congress, recently ruled that all books and literature 
printed Moon type and purchased the Library 
Congress for distribution the blind must con- 
form style and practice British standards, and, 
accordingly, the Braille Institute has re-designed its 
machine and now equipped 
print Moon literature the return-line process 
and accordance with specifications laid down 
the Government. 


Virginia State School for Colored Deaf and 
boys’ building and the teachers’ build- 
ing were renovated last summer, and the girls’ 
building was completed modernized inside and out. 
The exteriors the other buildings have been 
painted, and more than half the grounds have been 
graded and drained. This work was made possible 
small amount fire insurance, small ap- 
propriation, and two Works Progress Administra- 
tion projects. 


Blind Industrial Workers Association—The As- 
sociation held its annual election officers 
January and the following officers were chosen: 
President, Mr. James Manford 
President,. Mrs. Julia Rice; Treasurer, Mrs. Mary 
Lynch; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Frances Dinsmore; 
Financial Secretary, Mr. Ray Dinsmore. The fol- 
lowing were elected members the Board 
Directors: Mr. Carl Rice, Mr. Edward Riley, Mr. 
Walter Ring, and Mr. James Dean. 


Texas School for the the month 
December public address system was installed 
the School. hoped that this system will 
improve teaching efficiency and will afford many 
opportunities for the students broadcast programs. 
There are several functions which can performed 
the system. The superintendent able observe 
from his office class recitations without being ob- 
served those who are reciting. possible for 
the superintendent make announcements over the 
possible for the superintendent carry con- 
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versation with any teacher the building. There 
also victrola attachment the set which will 
play eight records without aid from operator. 
The victrola attachment may used playing for 
student dances the gymnasium. 


Connecticut Board Education the Blind.— 
The Board will hold all-day meeting for stand- 
keepers who are blind, Hartford Wash- 
ington’s Birthday. Such gathering has become 
annual occasion with the Board. The standkeepers 
arrive the morning, transportation being fur- 
nished from the towns which they live. There 
short session general interest preceding lunch, 
after which topics particular interest are discussed 
members the group. The meeting then 
thrown open general discussion. Joseph 
Clunk, the Vocational Rehabilitation Service 
the Office Education will attend the 
gathering this year. each the annual meetings 
detailed typewritten report the receipts, total 
number sales, and other pertinent details each 
stand for the preceding calendar year read and 
discussed, and copy presented each the 
standkeepers. There are now more than twenty 
stands Connecticut, and two new stands are 
the process being opened, one the post 
office building Ansonia and the other the 
City Hall Stamford. 


New York Public annual report 
the Library for the Blind for 1938 draws atten- 
tion the fact that the collection braille music 
was transferred from the Central Building the 
Twenty-fifth Street Building during the year, and 
that this transfer brought the collection together for 
the first time ten years. Owing crowded 
conditions the Central Building had been 
necessary 1028 remove the book stock from 
that building the second and third floors two 
branch libraries. The circulation for the year 
was 59,961. While the circulation the Talking 
new high, the use braille 
books did not decline, though the circulation 
braille music fell away considerably. Mimeographed 
and inkprint catalogs music are sent free upon 
request. Free copies the braille catalogs music 
have been discontinued owing cost production 
and the limited demand. 


Cleveland Society for the recent addi- 
tion the staff Andrew Habinek, who now has 


the responsibility for outside placements and the 
continuous supervision the seventeen concession 
stands set the Society. Mr. Habinek was born 
Cleveland, speaks several foreign languages, and 
has had settlement experience, including summer 
camp operation. has also had training under 
the personnel director one Cleveland’s largest 
manufacturing concerns, and has decided make 
social service his life work. Training for the 
annual dramatic performance the Blind Players 
going forward, and the proceeds are used 
send group colored blind people camp 
Lake Erie. 


Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction 
the Blind—Five new members joined the 
brook staff the beginning the school year. 
Mrs. Mildred Geiges, N., has accepted the posi- 
tion resident nurse succeed Miss 
Miss Ruth Maslow has taken over the work Mrs. 
Summers with the Opportunity Class. Mr. Leon 
Picon will part-time teaching while continues 
his study archeology Dropsie College. Mrs. 
Mary O’Brien has been appointed housemother 
succeed Miss Grier. The Northhampton Branch 
the Pennsylvania Association for the Blind asked 
the School demonstrate the school work its 
Week for the Blind. Mr. Quimby, Boys’ Principal 
Teacher, and Dr. Cumings, Teacher French and 
English, took three the boys Bethlehem rep- 
resent Overbrook. The Overbrook orchestra also took 
part the week for the blind. 

The Girls’ Glee Club gave concert St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church, and were entertained afterward. 
The Boys’ Athletic Association gave demon- 
stration wrestling before the Overbrook 
Association. The Senior Class recently held 
food sale the gymnasium. Miss Lillian Jeffreys, 
Assistant Librarian Canterbury College, New Zea- 
land, and former teacher Syria, gave talk 
chapel the home life the Arabs. 


Industrial Home for the Adult Blind (Oakland). 
—In addition repairing and mending garments 
for the Home’s residents, WPA workers are making 
curtains for the new dormitories. Weekly classes 
choral singing, English, the study musical in- 
struments, and literary appreciation have been organ- 
ized, and the first Friday every month pro 
gram entertainment given the Assembly Hall 
for the residents. instructor goes daily the 
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Home give assistance and instruction horseshoe- 
pitching, golf, and other forms 
class pottery has recently been started. Many 
the residents attend, and several have shown excep- 
tional talent already. The Home has been given 
enough space the coming Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition display two exhibits, one 
which will show blind operators making pottery, and 
the other blind people operating high-speed power- 
machines. 


Bureau Services for the Blind (New 
The Bureau has added eight new staff workers, 
among them Supervisor Home Teaching and 
Supervisor Pre-school Training. pre-school 
educator was appointed few years ago tem- 
porary basis, and, her work proved the value 
visits the homes for the guidance mothers and 
the study the pre-school children, permanent 
position was created. Miss Gertrude VandenBroek, 
nurses’ training-school and has B.S. degree from 
Columbia University. Mrs. Isabelle Bush, Super- 
visor Home Teaching, graduate Johns 
Hopkins Training School for Nurses, with speciali- 
zation the Wilmer Eye Clinic. 


Toledo Society for the Blind—The total sales 
the workshop have increased during the past 
ten years from $162 1928 $1,530 1938. There 
was increase $220 chair-caning the past 
year. believed the large order chairs from 
the Woman’s Club accounts for this gain. rug 
sales, there was decrease $450. 1937, the 
Society had two sales people selling rugs, and, 
1938, only one selling part-time. Carpet-weaving has 
been revived this year. Doormat sales increased 
slightly with salesman, did the broom sales. 
Although many people are unemployed, the Society 
has not been able find sales person willing 
sell goods commission. The Lion’s Club fifth 
annual bazaar was held the old 
building November 18. Money earned 
bazaar used emergency cases for the blind 
where there are other funds available. 


Industrial Work Shop for the Blind (Los Angeles). 
—The first annual Open House Week was held 
November December last year. The pur- 
pose the Week was acquaint the general public 
with the aims and purposes the Industrial Work- 


shop for the Blind. This was accomplished through 
the medium extensive publicity campaign 
which newspapers and radio played major part. 
Two hundred and twenty-three newspapers, metro- 
politan dailies, weeklies, and semi-monthly papers 
were used carrying news items and picture lay-outs. 
Twenty-three radio stations carried daily “spot” 
announcements, the announcements being changed 
each week. Six stations carried fifteen-minute weekly 
programs with sightless, scriptless entertainers. Five 
hundred streetcars carried outside placards during 
the Open House Week, and all streetcar passes 
(forty thousand) carried picture and the story 
Open House. During the actual week, programs 
were presented both afternoons and evenings, and 
all visitors were conducted through the institution 
guides. 


Pennsylvania Association for the Blind, Phila- 
delphia Branch—On January Miss Elizabeth 
Pleasants, who has been charge the Home 
Work Department, resigned take position the 
Occupational Therapy Department the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital. Philadelphia’s Twelfth Educa- 
tional Week for the Blind will held the Gimbel 
Auditorium from March 17. 


Canadian National Institute for the Blind—The 
new headquarters the Institute St. John’s were 
opened December His Excellency, Sir Humphrey 
Walwyn, Governor Newfoundland. The building, 
situated close the business center St. John’s, was 
purchased the Institute with funds raised pub- 
lic subscription. The new headquarters for the Insti- 
tute has been conveniently furnished for the work. 
the ground floor the Brook Factory and the office 
the Superintendent, Mr. Leslie Hookey, are located. 
The office Miss Isabel Scott, the social worker, and 
showroom are located the second floor. Here also 
the Braille Room, where the library, radio, and 
Talking Books are used; the reed room, where trays, 
hampers, baskets and similar things are made; the 
girls’ workroom, cloak room, stock room, and 
small kitchen. the top floor there situated the 
main kitchen and bedrooms, with accommodation for 
ten persons. Blind pupils coming for instruction, 
children proceeding and from the Halifax School 
for the Blind, cases sent for blindness prevention 
treatment and outport persons who work the 
broom factory make use the residence. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


new Directory Agencies for the Blind, 
1938 has just been issued the National 
Institute for the Blind, London, England. 
The Directory gives details agencies, 
schools, workshops, homes, and societies for 
promoting the welfare the blind Great 
Britain, the British Empire, and foreign 
countries, together with general information 
legislation, provision embossed litera- 
ture, and charitable agencies, bibliography, 
and other data likely useful the 
worker for the blind. 


Psychological Development: Introduc- 
tion Genetic Psychology, Norman 
Munn, was recently published Houghton, 
Mifflin Company, Boston, Mass. The index 
carries several references the blind; emo- 
tional development, localization 
stimulation, locomotor development, and 
discrimination visual space after the re- 
moval cataracts. 


The Spirit St. Dunstan’s Duché 
recently published John Murray, London, 
collection sketches St. Dunstaners 
they were known the author who was 
V.A.D. during the war years. The book 
has preface Sir Ian Fraser. 


The Red Cross Courier for September, 1938 
contains the article, “Our First Museum for 
the Blind.” special exhibit for the blind 
has been opened the Young Memorial 
Museum Golden Gate Park, San Francisco. 
Each article view has braille label, and 
the plan change the exhibit every three 
months. 


The article “Blind School Students Broad- 
cast,” found School Life for May, 1938, 
relates the story series radio programs 


presented students the Missouri State 
School for the Blind. Original radio scripts 
written members the school’s radio 
workshop were used for these programs. 


new addition the books written 
blind authors Days Naughty Men; Grip 
Native Sod; Would You Live Again? 
Hanks, published the Deseret 
News Press, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Die Formenwelt des Tastsinnes, 
Révész, was recently published The Hague, 
Holland. This monumental work the 
psychology the blind divided two 
parts; Volume deals with the foundation 
and development psychology the blind, 
Volume with the tactual appreciation 
beauty and modeling the blind. The 
author professor psychology the 
University Amsterdam. 


Brownstone Fronts and Saratoga Trunks,by 
Henry Collins Brown, published Dut- 
ton Co., contains chapter called “New York 
Sings Hymns” which deals with the life the 
famous hymn writer Fanny Crosby. Many 
quotations from her hymns are given. 


Education the Handicapped: Volume. 
History, edited Merle Frampton and 
Hugh Grant Rowell, was recently published 
the World Book Company. Chapter Two 
this book deals with the visually handi- 
capped. The subjects treated are Care and 
Education the Blind; Schools for the 
Blind the United States; Modern Progress 
the Education the Blind; Care and 
Education the Partially-Seeing. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


REVISED BRAILLE PRIMER 


The Braille Institute America has re- 
cently published revised edition the braille 
primer arranged Miss Kate Foley, with 
view increasing its usefulness blind per- 
sons who are unable secure the services 
home teacher and who must depend the 
help seeing friends uninstructed braille. 
Inkprint has been combined with braille and 
printed outline the braille system with 
suggestions for study included make the 
new edition more helpful than heretofore. 

This primer covers Grade One only. New 
editions the Grade One and Half, and 
Grade Two primers will follow, and with 
them will published reader each grade. 
These six pamphlets, three readers and three 
primers, will thus form complete system for 
use with without home teacher. 


POSITIONS WANTED 


man, holding Master 
Arts degree, desires position school for 
the blind teacher modern languages 
Outlook for the Blind. 


man, B.A., major French 
and other modern languages, holding diploma 
from the Sorbonne and state teachers’ certifi- 
cate, wishes position school for the blind. 
Address care Outlook for the Blind. 


MOON PUBLICATIONS 


The following works were published 
Moon during January: 
4191-6 The Following the Star, Florence 
Barclay. (Limited Edition) vols. 
Tales for Adults Short Words, Wide 
Lines, Bradfield. Fourth Series. 
One small volume................ 2s. 
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FORM BEQUEST 


give and bequeath the American Foundation for the Blind, Inc., West 


Sixteenth Street, New York, Y., the sum 


for the general use said corporation. 
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OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


APPLIANCES 
FOR THE BLIND 


tary the Syracuse Association Workers 
for the Blind. 


BENJAMIN sightless lawyer, 
associated with the Brooklyn Association for 
Improving the Condition the Poor. 


The American Foundation 
for the Blind carries full 
line appliances and 
games manufactured the 
National Institute for the 
Blind, London, England. 


Erma Staff Assistant the State 
Washington Department Social Security. 


Mrs. associated with the Erie 


Price list will sent upon 
County Welfare Department. 


request. 


York State School for the Blind. 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND 


Frep ScHUMACHER associated with the West 16th Street, New York 


Bureau Public Assistance the New 
York State Department Social Welfare. 


AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND, INC. 
West 16th Street, New York, 


Contributing per annum 


Patron 100 per annum 


Must actively engaged connected with work for the blind. 
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